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Namaste

It has been more than a year since the Prime Minister Narendra Modi assumed his office in May 2014.
A number of technology-based megaprojects are expected to transpire efficiently all over the country. Thus,
the second volume of India Calling will peculiarly highlight the transnational and digital and technological
policy initiatives.

The second volume of this year comprises of 5 articles. Starting off by the rebranding policy ‘Act East’,
it is an attempt to prompt economic operations among the Asian countries at large-scale. This volume is kept
an eye on issues of ‘Smart City’, ‘Make in India’, and ‘Digital India’ endowed by Modi-led government.
Correspondingly, we also introduce a brief profile of Tripura—a state of India’s North East which is rising
fast to become India’s future IT hub and gateway.

We are thankful for all contributors, writers, translator, including proof readers so as to make possible
the current volume.

Sophana Srichampa

Editor-in-chief
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India Calling would like to express the deep condolence to India of losing the great People’s President:
Dr. A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, the 11th President of India.
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From “Look East” to
“Act East” -India shifts focus

India’s “Look East policy” has long shaped the nation’s ties with the Asia-Pacific.

But PM Modi now pursues a more ambitious agenda based on stronger ties to Japan,

Vietnam, Australia and ASEAN, says Danielle Rajendram.

A President Xi Jinping shakes hands with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during their visit to Daci’en Temple in Xi’an, Shaanxi
province(19-05-2015)
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2015-05/19/content_20755574 .htm

For over two decades India’s “Look East” policy
has shaped the way the country deals with its neighbors
in the Asia-Pacific region, leading to substantially deeper
economic, institutional, and security relations. Driven
in part by India’s strategy of counter-balancing China’s
influence, the policy was initially aimed at diplomatic and
economic engagement with Southeast Asia.

But over the years, the policy has evolved to
include broader security and defense ties across the whole
Asia-Pacific, with India signalling its willingness to play
a greater strategic role in the region. Given the swiftly
changing security dynamics in the region, Indian PM
Narendra Modi - who swept to power in a landslide victory
in the April-May election - rechristened the approach as the
“Act East” policy, stating the importance of also seeking
deeper ties with partners such as Japan, Vietnam, South
Korea and Australia.

Danielle Rajendram, India expert at the Sydney-
based Lowy Institute, explains in a DW interview what lies
at the core of the “Act East” policy and why she believes
the Modi-led government will pursue a greater and more
ambitious role in the Asia-Pacific in line with the country’s
growing economic and strategic interests.

DW: What has been at the core of India’s Look East
Policy over the past years?

Danielle Rajendram: India’s Look East Policy was
initiated in the early 1990s with the aim of increasing
its economic relations with Southeast Asia. Since then,
the focus and objectives of Look East has broadened to
include the entire Asia-Pacific, and building economic,
institutional and defence links with the region. India’s
interest in the Asia-Pacific is being driven by both
an understanding of the economic benefits of closer
engagement with East and Southeast Asia, a convergence
of strategic objectives, and a desire for a larger global
role for India.

How does PM Narendra Modi’s new approach towards
the Asia-Pacific differ from this policy?

In many respects, Prime Minister Modi’s approach
to the Asia-Pacific builds upon the policies of previous
governments. However, his government has intensified
its outreach to India’s key partners, such as Japan, Vietnam,
Australia and ASEAN. His key goals are to deepen
economic ties with the Asia-Pacific in order to boost
India’s own economic growth, to balance externally
against Chinese influence in the Indian Ocean, and to
expand India’s global role. While the Modi government
must work quickly to ensure that “Act East” goes beyond
a rebranding of an existing policy, the upgraded policy
signals India’s intention to assume a greater role in the
region.
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A Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Japanese premier Shinzo Abe during
their visit to the Toji Buddhist temple in Kyoto, Japan (01-Sep-2014)
(http://www.livemint.com/Politics/b4whrU201Zz1Lbpu85UEnJ/Narendra-
Modi-seeks-Japans-help-for-inclusive-vision-on-f.html)

What will this mean for India’s relationships with major
Asian players such as China, Japan and ASEAN?

India’s relations with China have long proceeded
upon two distinct economic and security tracks. Although
Beijing is New Delhi’s top two-way trading partner,
tensions along their disputed border and China’s increasing
presence in the Indian Ocean, continues to make India
uneasy. The Modi government will take a pragmatic
approach to the relationship, and will attempt to maintain
positive economic ties. However, it can be expected that
Modi will take a stronger approach to incidents such as
incursions across the Line of Actual Control.

India is certainly wary of China’s growing presence
in the Indian Ocean and its relationships with India’s South
Asian neighbours. In light of this, India’s Look East Policy
can be conceived as part of an external balancing strategy
against China. At the same time, Beijing is also displaying
wariness towards India’s growing relationships with key
partners in East and Southeast Asia, particularly with
Vietnam and Japan. While it is not in India’s interests to
engage in direct rivalry with China, it can be expected that
an element of competition will continue to characterize
the China-India bilateral relationship.

These tensions will also serve to reinforce the
relevance of investing in India’s relationships with
partners such as ASEAN and Japan. ASEAN will remain
a critical component of India’s Look East Policy. Chinese
assertiveness on territorial disputes has given India the
opportunity to enhance its strategic presence in Southeast
Asia,and ASEAN states are increasingly looking to India
to play a balancing role in the region. Bilateral partnerships
within individual ASEAN states, such as Vietnam and
Indonesia, hold particular promise.

New Delhi’s relations with Tokyo are likely
to undergo the most change under the Modi government,
particularly in light of his personal connection with
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. Japan’s tense
relationship with China has prompted it to reach out

o

to India as a potential strategic partner. As the most
advanced Asian naval power, and as a potential source
of considerable investment and technological assistance,
Japan offers India significant partnership opportunities
as it shifts its focus eastwards.

What role could Australia play in India’s eastward shift?

Although the Australia-India relationship has
in the past suffered from inattention, there is currently
recognition in both Delhi and Canberra of the economic
opportunities of closer ties, and a growing convergence of
strategic interests between the two. This year has already
brought about an unprecedented level of engagement
between Australia and India, and the upgraded “Act East”
policy will continue to have a positive impact on bilateral
ties. There is much potential for greater cooperation
between the two Indian Ocean democracies on security,
particularly in the maritime domain. In recognition of this,
the two countries recently concluded a Framework for
Security Cooperation in order to consolidate and provide
direction for their expanding defence and security ties.
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A Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Korean President Park Geun-hye,
during the delegation level talks between India and South Korea, in Seoul,
South Korea on May 18, 2015.

(http://www.ibtimes .co .in/modi-south-korea-live-pm-visits-seoul-national-
cemetery-632773)
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What are the main risks and opportunities of Modi’s
“Act East” policy?

The Modi government will need to proceed
carefully with its engagement with the Asia-Pacific,
particularly with regards to Chinese sensitivities.
But should it be able to do so, successfully enhancing
its role in East and Southeast Asia could signal
the beginning of the pursuit of a more serious approach
for India across the entire Indo-Pacific region.

Danielle Rajendram is a Research Associate in
the International Security Program at the Lowy Institute,
where her work focuses on Indian foreign and domestic
policy, India-China relations and Asian security issues.

(Courtesy: http://www.dw.de/from-look-east-to-act-east-india-shifts-
focus/a-18141462)
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Smart City Project of India

A http://worldhomelandsecurity.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/smart1001 jpg

100 Smart City Project of India

Government of India has allocated funds under
Smart City project but it has not finalized the criteria to
select city under this programme. It is expected that the
number would include old cities upgraded with high-tech
infrastructure as well as brand new urban centers. Further,
Government of India shall select at least 2 cities from each
state to be developed on this model and give preference to
new cities which are under development. Capital cities of
newly created states, Hyderabad and Secunderabad, may
also be selected for this flagship programme.

Cities such as Hyderabad, Surat, Coimbatore,
Bengaluru, Mangalore, Jamshedpur, Kanpur, Delhi,
Mumbai and Chennai have launched initiatives related
to the deployment of advanced communications systems,
metro rail systems, traffic management systems, smart
meters, GPRS for solid waste management, GIS to manage
property tax, online water quality monitoring, online
building plan approval schemes to name a few.

Jaspal Singh

Ministry of Urban
Development (MoUD) is
planning to hold a conclave
to discuss modalities on
development of 100 smart
cities, as well as infrastructure
development in cities and
towns. Each city should
present their case and the
decision would be taken on
merit than political basis.

New Smart Cities in India

For established cities,
setting up smart technology
in domains such as water,
power and transport takes
longer as these cities were
not built keeping technology
advancement in mind. But in
Greenfield cities coming up in and around metros, it is
easier to develop smart systems as the work is starts from
the scratch.

A. Naya Raipur (Chattisgarh)

Government of India created the new state of
Chhattisgarh in November 2000 and Raipur was declared
as the capital of the state. Naya Raipur a new city at a
distance of 20 kms from existing city of Raipur, is being
developed as the state capital of Chhattisgarh and the
city will emerge as the country’s first smart city with
modern facilities. The government has planned to build
new city as ‘Green City’, designed as citizen and visitor
friendly city. The authority is adopting best practices for
water harvesting, waste water recycling and use of non-
conventional sources of energy.

The development plan includes an area of 80.13
kms, which will house 500,000 inhabitants by 2031.It has
well-defined zones for institutions, housing, commerce,
light industry, recreation and extensive parks, including
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a green belt. The development plan 2031 consists of 3
layers - Core Zone, Peripheral Region and Airport Zone.
In order to reduce the carbon emission and use of personal
modes, the authority has planned an integrated network
of Bus Rapid Transit and Light Rail Transit.

B. Kochi Smart City

Kochi Smart City, spread over 246 acres, is an IT
township project, promoted by UAE based Dubai Holdings
and Government of Kerala. It is expected that the project
will be completed by 2020 and will create around 90,000
jobs. The first phase of the project will be completed by
March 2015. This project envisions minimum 8.8 million
sq. ft. of built up space of which at least 6.21 million sq.
ft. will be specifically for IT/ITES/allied services.

Smart City Kochi’s master plan include IT offices,
retail and F&B, hotels, residential apartments, schools,
colleges, hospitals, parks and open green spaces. Although
it will not be very big city compared to other urban cities.

C. Gujarat International Financial Tec (Gujarat)

Gujarat International Financial Tec, spread over 886
acres, is called GIFT. The city is situated at a distance of
18 kms from Ahmedabad airport. The City may become
the first city in Narendra Modi’s dream project. The
GIFT city has been conceptualized as a global financial
and Information Technology services hub, the first of
its kind in India. The construction that began in 2011
will take a decade to build. Two towers and few banks
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among others have already signed up. The city will create
5 lakh direct jobs and an equal number of indirect jobs
GIFT City will have a command centre with information
and communication technology infrastructure to manage
everyday chores.

An example of modernization is its solid waste
management system. Solid waste will be sucked out
from homes and offices through pipelines leading
directly to a waste processing plant sucked out from
homes and offices through pipelines leading directly to
a waste processing plant. Another example is its parking
IL&FS Transportation Networks Ltd is developing a
multi-level car parking facility at GIFT City, developed
on BOOT basis.The parking shall have 16 floors, with
capacity of around 5400 car parking spaces. The city
will have 1,000 MW electric supply, piped naturalgas,
centralized AC system, international fibre landing system
and many more. The city will develop world-class
integrated multi-modal transportation system (MRTS/
LRT/BRT), aiming to achieve 90% share of public
transport.

D. New Cities (Delhi-Mumbai industrial corridor)

Seven new smart cities are being developed along
the proposed Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC)
by respective states with help of foreign aid. Work on two
of these will began in 2014. The plan is to scale up to 24
new cities by 2040.

The 7 new cities are - Ahmedabed-Dholera (900 sq
km / Gujarat), Shendra-Bidkin (84 sq km / Maharasthra),
Manesar-Bawal (380 Sq km/Haryana),
Khuskhera-Bhiwadi-Neemrana (150
Sq km / Rajasthan), Dighi Port Area
(230 Sq km / Maharashtra), Dadri-
Noida-Ghaziabad (250 Sq km / Uttar
Pradesh) and Pithampur-Dhar-Mhow
(370 Sq km / Madhya Pradesh).

F. Palava (Mumbai)

Palava is the first-of-its-kind
under construction smart city project
in Mumbai, which is expected to
be completed by 2025. The city
is developed by the Lodha Group,
spanning over 4,000 acres. The city
has the potential to create 350,000 jobs
by 2025. The company is investing 5%
of the total project cost on Information



Technology and implementing smart solutions. There
will be 500 surveillance cameras to capture real-time
data and in future will support facial recognition for
entry and have panic alarms every 200 metres. A smart
card given to all resident to do cashless transactions at
retail centres, access to bus service, public Wi-Fi, and
building and commercial points entry.

The city will sign a franchisee agreement with
Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution Co. Ltd. for
24-hour electricity supply and will install solar panels to
power street lights. It has a tie-up with General Electric
Co. (GE) for 100% water recycling, and automated water
metering and billing to ensure transparency and zero
water loss. It will run a fleet of CNG buses within Palava
city and connect people to nearby Dombivali station
and Navi Mumbai. The developer is also setting up
the school, hospitals, commercial establishments and
multi-brand retail shops in the city.

Way Forward

Smart City concept looks very easy on paper but the
real key is the execution and bringing project into reality.
The government will definitely need to involve private

developers to realize its dream to setup 100 smart cities.
It is very important that the government decides on the
framework of the scheme.

For older cities, the government needs to ensure:

* Modernization of Public Transport System
(“Mobility”)

* Modernization of Traffic and Transportation system
(*“Driving”)

* Improving and modernizing the basic utilities
such as electricity, water and waste management
(“Utilities™)

¢ Integrated Town and Urban Planning (‘“‘Design’)

* Building IT infrastructure by providing OFC
network and High Speed Internet Connection
(“Technology”)

* Modernization of Schools, College and Offices
(“Services”)

Further, it is important to note that Mobility is
one of the most important part of Smart City Solution.
A sustainable city needs a sustainable transportation
system.

(Courtesy: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/20140731153300-298533085-100-

smart-cities-in-india-a-dream-or-a-plan)
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“Make in India”’: A Golden Chance to Unleash
the New Potential of Indian Food Processing Industry
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s “Make in India”
campaign to revive manufacturing will become a success
only if the government manages to convince companies
to manufacture in India. The key decision factors for
manufacturers are (a) size of market and access to market
(b) good infrastructure (c) availability of skills (d) stable
and competitive fiscal regime and (e) ease of doing
business.

Indiais a large market. If we translate the requirements
of the national programmes of 100 “smart cities”, industrial
corridors, Digital India and making SMEs globally
competitive into a requirement of cement, steel, computers,
furniture, locks, hinges, construction equipment, etc, it may
give voice to the accelerating demands for manufactured
goods within India.

As India veers toward a higher growth curve, it
faces destabilizing forces arising from the magnitude of its
growth. There is an increase in the available labour force
without the required increase in employment opportunities
proportionate to economic growth.
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Attaining a near double-digit growth rate without
a significant increase in manufacturing may prove to be
challenging. Labour requirements in the primary sectors
are falling quickly due to increasing mechanization and
productivity spurts. The manufacturing sector can absorb
semi-skilled workers who are challenged by the fast-
growing services sector as well as the primary economy
of agriculture and mining.

Roughly 16 percent of Indian labour is still in the
primary sector, compared to 6 percent in other BRIC
countries. As India charts its way towards a labour
utilisation structure consistent with fellow BRIC nations,
manufacturing as the secondary sector must also gain
momentum.

The economic impact of manufacturing in
India will go beyond direct employment. It will create
jobs in the services sector and allied services like
logistics, transportation, retail etc. Needless to say, since
manufacturing would require free flow of raw materials and
finished goods, improving logistics infrastructure such as



port-to-inland connectivity, cargo airports, etc. would be
imperative and these developments promise to transform
India into a global manufacturing hub.

The government’s “Make in India” initiative aims to
increase the share of manufacturing to 25 percent of GDP
by 2022 from the current 12 percent. This is expected to
result in the creation of 100 million jobs.

However, with little fiscal stability and no clarity on
when GST will be implemented, one cannot expect large
manufacturing investments to flow into India. There are
still too many hindrances to conduct business in India.
While the “inspector raj” is slowly being dismantled, the
process must be accelerated.

Our food processing industry has a similar allure as
well. We have a vast pool of trained and skilled people as
well as an unbeatable cost arbitrage opportunity. Therefore,
big food processing companies have set up offshore
factories in India. MNCs and global financial institutions
have also set up their back-office hubs in the country due
to lower costs and easy availability of skilled labour. In
some cases, an additional attraction is the considerable
domestic demand that is growing. Thus, “Make in India”
is a competent strategy so long as we envision it as a
stepping stone in the long term. Our destination is not to
become the ‘sweatshop’.

But building brands is not new to us. We also
have the experience of homegrown brands like Amul
successfully competing in the domestic market with
multinational brands. There are corporate brands like Tata,
Reliance, Mahindra, Wipro and Infosys, which are known
globally. Therefore, along with “Make in India”, we must
also pursue a strategy of ‘Made in India’ where products
are made by Indian and global companies with pride in our
heritage. Products that are crafted — with care and love —
to perfection. ‘Made in India’ should be synonymous with
great design, frugal innovation, environment-friendliness
and high quality.

Food Processing India

The “Make in India” concept will definitely boost
the food processing industry of India, as the industry is
one of the most upcoming sectors in India and needs vital
and genuine push to be the leader in the global stature.

The Indian food processing industry accounts for
32% of the country’s total food market. Estimated to be
worth USD 121 billion, it is one of the largest industries
in India, and is ranked fifth in terms of production,
consumption and exports. The industry employs 13 million
people directly and 35 million people indirectly. It accounts
for 14% of manufacturing GDP, nearly 13% of India’s
exports and 6% of total industrial investment. Currently
growing at more than 10% per annum, it is expected to

touch USD 194 billion by 2015. India’s food processing
sector ranks fifth in the world in exports, production and
consumption. The major parts of the food processing
sector are milled grain, sugar, edible oils, beverages and
dairy products. The contribution of the food processing
industry to the gross domestic product at 2004-05 prices
in 2012-13 amounts to INR 845.22 Billion. India’s food
processing industry has grown annually at 8.4% for the
last 5 years, up to 2012-13. The value addition of the food
processing sector as a share of GDP manufacturing was
9.8% in 2012-13.

Investment in registered food processing sector
had grown by 20.1% at the end of 2012. The number of
registered processing factories has increased from 35,838
in 2010-11 to 36,881 in 2011-12, marking a growth rate
of 2.9%.

The industry is also one of the largest employment creators,
with growth in direct employment in the organized food
processing sector standing at 6.05% between 2010-11
and 2011-12.

Food is the biggest expense for an urban Indian
household. About 38.6% of the total consumption
expenditure of households was spent on food in 2011-12.
The total household expenditure on the purchase of
food items in 2012-13 was INR 11 Trillion. An average
household in India spent INR 41,856 on food.

Advantage India

1.India is one of the largest food producers in the
world

2. India has diverse agro-climatic conditions and
has a large and diverse raw material base suitable for food
processing companies

3. India is looking for investment in infrastructure,
packaging and marketing

4.India has huge scientific and research talent pool

5. Well developed infrastructure and distribution
network

6. Rapid urbanisation, increased literacy changing
life style, increased number of women in workforce,
rising per capita income- leading to rapid growth and new
opportunities in food and beverages sector

7. 50 per cent of household expenditure by Indians
is on food items

8. Strategic geographic location (proximity of India
to markets in Europe and Far East, South East and West Asia).

India’s Position in World’s Production

1. Largest producer of milk in the world (105
million tonnes per annum)

2. Largest livestock population(485 million tonnes
per annum)
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3. Second largest producer of fruits & vegetables
(150 million tonnes per annum)

4. Third largest producer of food grain (230 million
tonnes per annum)

5. Third largest producer of fish (7 million tonnes
per annum)

6. 52% cultivable land compared to 11% world
average

7. All 15 major climates in the world exist in India

8. 46 out of 60 soil types exist in India

9. 20 agri-climatic regions

FDI for Make in India

The Government of India allows 100% FDI under
the automatic route in the food processing sector, in
agri-products, milk and milk products, and marine and
meat products

Automatic approvals are provided for foreign
investment and technology transfer in most cases. Units
based on agri-products that are 100% export-oriented are
allowed to sell up to 50% in the domestic market. There is
no import duty on capital goods and raw material for 100%
export-oriented units. Earnings from export activities are
exempt from corporate tax. Additionally, there is 100% tax
exemption for five years, followed by 25% tax exemption
for the next five years, for new agro-processing industries.

There is 100% FDI permitted for alcoholic
beverages, with the requirement of an industrial license.
While for pickles, mustard oil, groundnut oil and bread —
items reserved for the micro small and medium sector, 24%
foreign direct investment is allowed under the automatic
route, with the requirement of prior approval from the
Foreign Investment Promotion Board for FDI amounting
to more than 24%.

Potentiality

There is an increased awareness about the need
to bolster India’s food processing sector given the
country’s immense potential with regard to agricultural
production. Some of the policies and promotions for the
food processing sector are:

1. Vision 2015 Action Plan: The Ministry of Food
Processing Industries (MoFPI) has formulated a Vision
2015 Action Plan that includes trebling the size of the
food processing industry, raising the level of processing
of perishables from 6% to 20%, increasing value addition
from 20% to 35%, and enhancing India’s share in global
food trade from 1.5% to 3%.

2. Mega Food Parks: According to the website
of MoFPI, the Government of India is actively promoting
the concept of mega food parks (MFPs) and is expected
to set up 30 such parks across the country to attract
FDI. The government has released a total assistance of
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USD 23 million to implement the Food Parks Scheme.
It has, until now, approved 50 food parks for assistance
across the country. The Centre has also planned for a
subsidy of USD 22 billion for mega food processing parks.

3. Agri-Export Zones: The government
has established 60 fully equipped agri-export zones
(AEZs), in addition to food parks, to provide a boost to
agricultural and food processing exports.

Growth Drivers

The growth drivers for the food industry that
makes its presence felt internationally are numerous. The
government needs to realise the prosperity of the sector
and analyze what a great picture it represents for India.
The Indian food processing industry is divided into agri-
products, milk and milk products, and meat, poultry and
marine products. In agri-products, India is the largest
producer of several fruits, such as banana, mango and
papaya. Itis also the second-largest producer of vegetables
such as brinjal, cabbage and onion. The country is also the
second-largest producer of rice, wheat, sugar and cotton.
In milk and milk products, India is the largest producer,
accounting for 20% of global production. In terms of
livestock, the country has the largest livestock population
in the world, with 98.7 million buffaloes and 176 million
cCows,

Liberalization and the growth of organized retail
have made the Indian market more attractive for global
players. With a large agricultural sector, abundant livestock
and cost competitiveness, India is fast emerging as a
sourcing hub of processed food.

A population of 1.2 Billion people, with the world’s
highest youth population — India has 572 Million people
under the age of 24. These are the groups that indulge
more on processed food and beverage consumption.

Increasing desire for branded food as well as
increased spending power has made the food processing
industry a vital sector.

A http://www.india.com/top-n/republic-day-2015-top-5-highlights-of-this-
years-republic-day-parade-at-rajpath-263401/



Favourable economic and cultural transformation
and a shift in attitudes and lifestyles have consumers
experimenting with different cuisine, tastes and new
brands. There is an awareness and concern for wellness
and health, for high protein, low-fat, wholegrain, organic
food.

Processed food exports and related products have
been rising steadily, the main destinations being the
Middle East and Southeast Asia.

India is a global outsourcing hub, with large retailers
sourcing from India owing to abundant raw materials,
supply and cost advantages.

Sector Policy

The food processing sector has implemented some
very attractive policies that will definitely catch the eyes
of foreign investors as well as globally enhance the sectors
outlook. The following policies are the one that take the
toll of recognition;

1. National Food Processing Policy aims to increase
the level of food processing from 10% in 2010 to 25% in
2025

2. Food Processing is recognized as a priority sector
in the new manufacturing policy of 2011.

3. The National Mission on Food Processing and
the Ministry of Food Processing Industries has launched
a new centrally sponsored scheme in April 2012,
for implementation through state and union territory
governments.

4. The basic objective of the National Mission on
Food Processing is decentralization of the implementation
of food processing related schemes for ensuring substantial
participation of state and union territory governments.

Investment Opportunities

1. Fruits and vegetables: preserved, candied, glazed
and crystallized fruits and vegetables, juices, jams, jellies,
purees, soups, powders, dehydrated vegetables, flakes,
shreds and ready-to-eat curries.

2. Food preservation by fermentation: wine, beer,
vinegar, the preparation of yeast, alcoholic beverages.

3. Beverages: fruit-based, cereal-based.

4. Dairy: liquid milk, curd, flavoured yoghurt,
processed cheese, cottage cheese, swiss cheese, blue
cheese, ice cream, milk-based sweets.

5. Food additives and nutraceuticals.

6. Confectionery and bakery: cookies and crackers,
biscuits, breads, cakes and frozen dough.

7. Meat and poultry: eggs, egg powder, cut meats,
sausages, other value added products.

8. Fish, seafood and fish processing — processing
and freezing units.

A hitp://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/gujarat-cm-inaugurates-
food-processing-plant-at-vadnagar/article3357059 .ece

9. Grain processing — oil milling sector, rice, pulse
milling andflour milling sectors.

10. Food preservation and packaging: metal cans,
aseptic packs.

11. Food processing equipment: canning, dairy and
food processing, specialty processing, packaging, frozen
food/refrigeration and thermo-processing.

12. Consumer food: packaged food, aerated soft
drinks, packageddrinking water.

13. Spice pastes.

14. Supply chain infrastructure — this niche has
investment potential in food processing infrastructure,
the government’s main focus is on supply chain related
infrastructure like cold storage, abattoirs and food parks.

15. The establishment of food parks — a unique
opportunity for entrepreneurs, including foreign investors
to enter in the Indian food processing sector.

Conclusion

A major new national program that is designed
to facilitate investment, foster innovation, enhance skill
development, protect intellectual property and build best-
in-class manufacturing infrastructure. There’s never been
a better time to make in India.

There definitely a feel good factor ever since the PM
has unveiled the ‘Make in India’ campaign. The campaign
is expected to boost the manufacturing segment as it is
aimed at making India a global manufacturing hub. One
can expect the government to pull out all the stops for
ensuring a smooth sailing for investors.

The Indian Food processing industry should benefit
and take full advantage of this campaign to grow. The
sector has already been getting a lot of attention in the last
few years .The time has come for the industry to mature
and become global player of processed food industry.
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Digital India: 15 Salient Things to Know
about PM Narendra Modi’s Project

Digital India

A programme to transform India
into digital em '
and knowledge economy
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A hitps://gamification.world/gamification/india-gamification-agencies-digital/2911

Moving ahead on yet another pet project, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is set to launch the ‘Digital India’
campaign, aimed at creating a digitally empowered society
and knowledge economy.

The programme comprises of various initiatives,
each targeted to prepare India for becoming a knowledge
economy and for bringing good governance to citizens
through synchronized and co-ordinated engagement of
the entire government.

PM Modi will launch the Digital India Week on
Wednesday evening urging people to gain knowledge
and to empower themselves through the Digital India
Programme.

The vision of Digital India programme also aims at
inclusive growth in areas of electronic services, products,
manufacturing and job opportunities etc. The vision of
Digital India is centred on three key areas:

(i) Digital Infrastructure as a utility to every citizen
(i1)) Governance & services on demand

(iii) Digital Empowerment of citizens

20 F f}l ?éﬁ’

The Digital India programme aims to provide
broadband highways, universal access to mobile
connectivity, public internet access programme,
e-governance: Reforming government through technology,
eKranti - Electronic delivery of services, Information for
all, Electronics manufacturing: Target net zero imports,
IT for jobs and early harvest programmes.

In line with these objectives, the government has
launched some initiaives. Others are being readied for
launch. We take a look at some of them:

1. Digital Locker System aims to minimize
the usage of physical documents and enable sharing
of e-documents across agencies. The sharing of the
e-documents will be done through registered repositories
thereby ensuring the authenticity of the documents online,
says the government.

2. MyGov.in has been implemented as a platform
for citizen engagement in governance, through a
“Discuss”, “Do” and “Disseminate” approach. The mobile
app for MyGov would bring these features to users on a
mobile phone.
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3. Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) Mobile app
would be used by people and Government organizations
for achieving the goals of Swachh Bharat Mission.

4. eSign framework would allow citizens to digitally
sign a document online using Aadhaar authentication.

5. The Online Registration System (ORS) under
the eHospital application has been introduced. This
application provides important services such as online
registration, payment of fees and appointment, online
diagnostic reports, enquiring availability of blood online
etc, the government claims.

6. National Scholarships Portal is said to be a one
stop solution for end to end scholarship process right from
submission of student application, verification, sanction
and disbursal to end beneficiary for all the scholarships
provided by the Government of India.

7. DeiTY (Department of Electronics and
Information Technology) has undertaken an initiative
namely Digitize India Platform (DIP) for large scale
digitization of records in the country that would facilitate
efficient delivery of services to the citizens.

8. The Government of India has undertaken an
initiative namely Bharat Net, a high speed digital highway
to connect all 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats of country. This
would be the world’s largest rural broadband connectivity
project using optical fibre.

SOCIAL MEDLA PENETRATION

RIPTICN PENETRATION

MOBILE SOCIAL PENE TRATION

9. BSNL has introduced
Next Generation Network
(NGN), to replace 30 year old
exchanges, which is an IP based
technology to manage all types
of services like voice, data, multi-
media/ video and other types of
packet switched communication
services.

INTERNET PENETRATION

10. Policy initiatives have
also been undertaken by Deity in
the e-Governance.

11. BSNL has undertaken
large scale deployment of Wi-Fi
hotspots throughout the country.
The user can latch on the BSNL
Wi-Fi network through their
mobile devices.

12. BPO Policy has been approved to create BPO
centres in different North Eastern states and also in smaller
/ mofussil towns of other states.

13. Electronics Development Fund (EDF)
Policy aims to promote Innovation, R&D, and Product
Development and to create a resource pool of IP within the
country to create a self-sustaining eco-system of Venture
Funds.

14. National Centre for Flexible Electronics
(NCFlexE) is an initiative of Government of India to
promote research and innovation in the emerging area of
Flexible Electronics.

15. Centre of Excellence on Internet on Things
(IoT) is a joint initiative of Department of Electronics &
Information Technology (Deity), ERNET and NASSCOM.

16. “The estimated impact of Digital India by
2019 would be cross cutting, ranging from broadband
connectivity in all Panchayats, Wi-fi in schools and
universities and Public Wi-Fihotspots. The programme
will generate huge number of IT, Telecom and Electronics
jobs, both directly and indirectly.
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Series: Know the States of

India :Tripura

Tripura is a state in Northeast India. The third-smallest state in the country, it covers
10,491 km? (4,051 sq mi) and is bordered by Bangladesh (East Bengal) to the north, south, and
west, and the Indian states of Assam and