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Background

S —

Festival of India in Thailand: People-to-People
exchanges are central to the bilateral relationship. The year
2017 marked the 70th anniversary of India-Thailand diplomatic
relations, which was commemorated by holding the Festival
of India in Thailand. The decision to hold this Festival was
taken during the visit of General Prayut Chan-o-Cha, Prime
Minister of Thailand to India in June 2016. It was held from
July, 2017 to March, 2018. Events ranged from classical
dances and concerts (Manipuri, Bharatanatyam, Cultural
performance by Tai Ethnic Groups of North-East India,
Fusion Concert by Dr. L. Subramaniam), film festivals with
both bollywood and regional films, food festivals (UP & Punjab),
Seminar & Exhibition on subjects of Ayurveda, seminar on
influence of Sanskrit & Pali on South East Asian Languages
with special emphasis on Thai languages, Seminar on Tai
Ethnic Culture in North-East India, Golf Tournament,
Bollywood & Yoga Workshops, and Buddhist Exhibition.
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Calendar of Events

SI. No. Event Date Venue
Chitrakarma India Drawing 15 March-27 July, ToiMarcas 31 My, 2017 I?raw - C(‘)n'te':st
1. Contest 2017 27 June - 27 July, 2017: Painting Exhibition
27 July, 2017 : Closing Ceremony
Ministry of Foreign Affairs [Siam-Bharata
5 Indian Classical Dance 1 August, 2017 | Night]
’ (Manipuri) 2-5 August 2017 | Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre,
Bangkok
Auditorium, Queen Sirikit National
Convention Centre, Bangkok
3. Screening of Bollywood films | 4-5 August, 2017 | 4 August: Dhoom 3; Prem Rattan Dhan
Payo
5 August: Bhaag Milkha Bhaag; Bang Bang
Indian Classical Dance 2 September - Salachalermkrung Theatre,
2-4 September,
4. Performance by 2017 Bangkok
Bharatnatyam Group 4 September - Kanchanaburi Province
5 UP Food Festival & Tourism 11-24 September, | 11-16 September - Rembrandt Hotel,Bangkok
’ Road Show 2017 18-24 September — Holiday Inn, Krabi
15 September to
6 Art Exhibition “India@70” 1 October, 2017 | Bangkok Art & Culture Centre, Bangkok
' Art Exhibition “India@70” 3-20 October, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok
2017

Festival of India in Thailand
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SI. No. Event

Date

Venue

Exhibition of Ayurveda
Products Lecture/

23-24 September,

Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre,

performance by Tai Groups of
Northeast India

2017

7 Demonstration on Ayurveda |2017 Bangkok
Techniques
Seminar on “The Influence of
8 Sanskrit & Pali on South East [ 25 September, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok
’ Asian Languages with Special | 2017
Emphasis on Thai”
9-23 October. 9-15 October- Maya Restaurant, Hotel
9. Punjab Food Festival Holiday Inn Sukhumvit, Bangkok
2017 17-23 October - Hotel Royal Cliff, Pattaya
Fusion Concert by Dr. L. 4 November, .
10. R 2017 Thailand Cultural Centre, Bangkok
11. India Cup Invitational Golf 17 November, Thana City Golf & Sports Club, Surat Thani
Tournament 2017
Seminar on Tai Ethnic Culture 18 November : Princess Maha Chakri
1 in Northeast India and cultural | 18 -20 November, | Sirindhorn Anthropology Centre, Bangkok

20 November : Udon Thani (only Cultural
Performance)

13. Bollywood & Yoga Workshops

November 2017
-February 2018

Benjasiri Park, Bangkok

Festival of States

17 November to

14. (Punjab, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, |16 December, Indian Cultural Centre, Bangkok
Kerala & West Bengal) 2017
s fn);};1b1tlo? Feagﬁrln% Btuddhlst 23 Dec 2017 — National M —
. gery rom.” arata to 23 March, 2018 ational Museum, Bangko
Suvarnabhumi
6 Festival of India in Thailand
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Embassy of India, Bangkok

1. Chitrakarma India Drawing Contest
NANIIUMIUUVIVUIIANNIATNITNDUIAE

The Embassy of India held the contest from 15
March, 2017 to 31 May, 2017. Participants in the age range of
10-15 years (both years inclusive) participated in the contest.
The theme of the drawing was India and India-Thailand Friendship.
The enthusiasm shown by young participants from different
provinces of Thailand was very heartwarming. A total of 168
paintings were received. Exhibition of these paintings was held
from 27 June to 27 July in Art & Culture Building of
Chulalongkorn University. The prizes were given away in a
ceremony on 27 July, 2017 to top ten participants. The winner
was Miss Narawadee Praijueakaew, 12 year old, from Tak
Province of Thailand who was given away three air tickets

sponsored by Air India.

Sponsor (s): Air India
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Chitrakarma India Drawing Contest
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Embassy of India, Bangkok

TOP 10 ARTWORKS AT CHTRAKARMA
INDIA DRAWING CONTEST
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No. 1 Miss Narawadee Praijueakae, 12 years old
School: Chomchon Ban Tasong Yang School
Province: Tak

No. 3 Miss Supatsorn Chimnakbun, 13 years old
School: Phanatpittayakarn School
Province: Chonburi

No. 2 Miss Chanthakan Chantaragomol, 14 years old
School: Somkid Jit Wittaya School
Province: Chonburi

No. 4 Miss Thithi Phasamsao, 14 years old
School: Chomchon Ban Tasong Yang School
Province: Tak

\1_0_ Festival of India in Thailand
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No. 5 Miss Intira, 13years old
School: Matthayom-
-Watbeungthonglang School

No. 8 Mr. Tiphatta Suwannarattapoom,
12years old

School: Thetsaban Wat Sajornrangsan

Province: Phuket

No. 6 Miss Pannapach Keereedej,
15years old

School: Suksanari School

Province: Bangkok

No. 9 Miss Nitipong Luckasorn,
10 years old

School: Anuban Samsen School

Province: Bangkok

No. 7 Miss Phitchakorn Salangsing,
14years old

School: Bannadokmai School

Province: Loey

No. 10 Miss Suchanya Muangman,
15 years old

School: Rayongwittayakom School

Province: Rayong
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2. Indian Classical Dance “Manipuri”
a da a A
mngAailowne «uanfs”

Manipuri Dance troupe, sponsored by Ministry of
Culture, Government of India visited Bangkok. The troupe
performed at Siam-Bharata Night, organized by Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Thailand, on 1 August, 2017 and also
performed at the ASEAN-India Expo & Forum from 2-5 August,
2017. H.E. Prayut Chan-o-Cha, Prime Minister of the Kingdom
of Thailand and H.E. Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman, the then
Minister of State (I/C) for Commerce & Industry, Government
of India, amongst others, witnessed the performance of the
troupe during the Opening Ceremony of ASEAN-India Expo
& Forum on 3 August 2017.

Sponsor(s) : Ministry of Culture of India
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3. Screening of Bollywood & Thai Films
J
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Popular Bollywood & Thai Films were screened as ﬁ%nﬁnmimamwﬂuﬁfuaaﬁé'mmzmwauﬂf
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4. Bharatnatyam Dance Performance “Sri Krishna”
a _J o
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As part of the Festival of India in Thailand, Embassy
of India organised Bharatnatyam Dance Performance
“Sri Krishna” by Sri Bharathakala Dance Group from Tamil
Nadu State of India on 2 September 2017 at Chalermkrung
Royal Theatre in Bangkok. The Dance performance
‘Sri Krishna’ led the audience on a mystic journey to the
ancient India by depicting the life of Lord Krishna.

The troupe also performed in Kanchanaburi Province
on 4 Sept 2017. The Governor of Kanchanaburi, H.E.
Mr. Ronnachai Jitwises, who was the Chief Guest on the
occasion, appreciated Embassy’s efforts for bringing the
troupe to Kanchanaburi province and helping the younger
generation to connect with the cultural similarities of the two

countries.

Sponsor(s) : State Government of
Tamil Nadu; Provincial Government
of Kanchanaburi; Friends of the
Arts Foundation, Kirloskar Group
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Bharatnatyam Dance Performance “Sri Krishna”
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Bharatnatyam Dance Performance “Sri Krishna” Bharatnatyam Dance Performance “Sri Krishna”
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Embassy of India, Bangkok

5. Uttar Pradesh Food Festival (11 — 24 September 2017)
IMANAL1H159AN3UszIna 52HI19TUN 11-24 AUy 2560

With the support of the State Government of Uttar
Pradesh, the Food Festival was held from 11-16 September, 2017
at Hotel Rembrandt, Bangkok and subsequently at Hotel Holiday
Inn Resort, Krabi from 18-24 September, 2017.
The Uttar Pradesh Government sponsored two specialist chefs
for the Festival, who prepared special delicacies of the State.
The Festival was very well attended both by the Thai public
and Indian diaspora. This has helped in further popularizing
Indian food amongst Thai people.

Sponsor(s) : State Government of Uttar Pradesh
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Embassy of India, Bangkok

6. Art Exhibition “India@70”
Hnssamsmwnanazdails “dwae@70”

A Painting & Art Exhibition titled “India@70 -
Mapping the Canvas of Indian Art — at 70 years of Indian
Independence” was displayed at the prestigious Bangkok Art
and Culture Centre on 15 September 2017 to 1 October
2017. The Exhibition was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Bhagwant
Singh Bishnoi, Ambassador of India to Thailand. The exhibition
included 70 masterpieces of celebrated Indian artists such as
Satish Gujral, Anjolie Ela Menon, Arpana Caur, Jatin Das,
etc. The exhibition was sponsored by Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, India & curated by Ms. Gargi Seth.

The Exhibition continued further at Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok from 3 to 20 October, 2017.

Sponsor(s) : Indian Council for Cultural Relations
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7. Exhibition of Ayurveda Products and Lecture/

Demonstration on Ayurveda Techniques
a a v J a [ a
umsﬂmmaﬂnmmmqsnmgazuﬁmﬂ/mﬁmﬁmnnmﬂuﬂmqin‘n

A two-day Exhibition of Ayurveda Products and
Lecture/Demonstration on Ayurveda Techniques was held on
23rd September, 2017 at the Queen Sirikit National Convention
Centre, Bangkok. The Exhibition was inaugurated by H.E.
Mr. Bhagwant Singh Bishnoi, Ambassador of India, along
with visiting team of Experts in Ayurveda from India. The
Ayurveda Exhibition also showcased products from
well-known Indian companies, such as Himalaya Herbals,
Patanjali, Shap Organics, Rex (U&A) Remedies, Inducare
Pharma, Shaleen Pharmaceuticals, M.D.Royal Bee Natural
Products, Sage Herbals, Tansukh Herbals, etc.

Sponsor(s) : Ministry of AYUSH
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Exhibition of Ayurveda Products and Lecture/Demonstration on Ayurveda Techniques
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Embassy of India, Bangkok

8. Seminar on the Influence of Sanskrit & Pali on Languages

in Southeast Asia with a Special Emphasis on Thai Language
mM31lszguImIMIiTeadninan ¥ Ia-duange
TumpemenyTuesnneeld lagmnized1aganiy ng

The Seminar was held at Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok on 25 September, 2017. The event was inaugurated
and presided over by HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.
She delivered the inaugural speech emphasizing the influence
of Sanskrit and Pali on various aspects of Thailand, especially
culture and their contribution to strong links between the two
countries. HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn has a keen
interest in Sanskrit and was awarded the first ICCR World
Sanskrit Award in 2016. HE Mr. Bhagwant Singh Bishnoi,
Ambassador of India addressed the audience.

The Seminar was very well attended by Thai
academicians, Buddhist Monks, University students, etc.
During the Seminar, distinguished scholars from India and
Thailand presented papers. The scholars from India included
Dr Satyavrat Shastri, Fellow Sahitya Akademi & Eminent
Sanskrit writer, Prof. Kedernath
Sharma, Professor of Sanskrit,

University of Jammu, Ms.
Madhu Sharma, Associate
Professor of Sanskrit, Kalindi
College, Delhi University, Dr
(Mrs) Induvrat Dua, Associate
Professor, Department of Hindi,
Sri Aurobindo College,
University of Delhi and Prof.
S. Ranganath, Director, R.V.

Institute, Bangalore.

Sponsor(s) : Ministry of Culture,
Government of India; Flawless
Company Ltd;  Chulalongkorn
University.
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Seminar on the Influence of Sanskrit & Pali on Languages in Southeast Asia with a Special Emphasis on Thai Languag
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Embassy of India, Bangkok

9. Punjab Food Festival
mﬂmammﬁjtymu

The Punjab Food Festival was held from 9 to 13
October, 2017 at Maya Restaurant, Holiday Inn Sukhumvit,
Bangkok and from 17 to 23 October, 2017 at the Maharani
Restaurant, Royal Cliff Hotel, Pattaya Thailand. The Food
Festival at Bangkok was inaugurated on 9 October 2017 and
attended by senior Thai government functionaries,
representatives from Tourism Department and special invitees.

The Festival at Pattaya was inaugurated by the
Governor of Chonburi Province, H.E. Pakkaratorn Teainchai.
The event was also attended by the Police chief of Pattaya
city Pol. Maj Gen. Nanthachart Supamongkol and officials
from the Immigration and Tourism departments.

The Food Festival was a great success both in
Bangkok and Pattaya especially since Bangkok and Pattaya
are extremely popular tourist destinations with foreign
nationals, and that several Indians also reside in Bangkok and

Chonburi Provinces.

Sponsor(s) : Indian Tourism
Development Corporation, New
Delhi; Hotel Holiday Inn Bangkok;
Hotel Royal CIliff, Pattaya
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Punjab Food Festival
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10. Fusion Performance by Dr. L. Subramaniam
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As part of the Festival of India events, Dr. L.
Subramaniam, World Renowned Violinist and his troupe
performed a Fusion Concert at the prestigious Thailand
Cultural Center on 4 November, 2017. Mr. Chai Nakornchai,
Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Culture of
Thailand, was the Chief Guest. The performance of Dr. L.
Subramaniam and his troupe mesmerized the audience, with
a packed hall. The event was a great success both in terms of

quality, number of audience and their feedback.

Sponsor(s) : Tata Steel Thailand
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11. India Cup Invitational Golf Tournament
Y} d 1a
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A day-long India Cup Invitational Golf Tournament was
held on 17 November, 2017. The participation in the tournament
included representatives from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Thailand, Royal Thai Army, Thai Government Officers,
senior functionaries of prominent companies in Thailand.
All participants appreciated the efforts of the Embassy in
connecting the golf lovers of the two countries.
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India Cup Invitational Golf Tournament
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12. Seminar on Tai Ethnic Culture in Northeastern India &

Cultural performances in Bangkok & Udon Thani Province
MSANNUITIMIINUETTNVRINGUINANUS InTuilszmaduRenaz
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A Seminar focusing on the presence of Tai Ethnic
Culture in Northeastern States of India was held on 18
November 2017 at the Princess Sirindhorn Anthropology
Centre in Bangkok, as part of the Festival of India in Thailand.
H.E. Mr. Tanasak Patimapragorn, Deputy Prime Minister
of Thailand & H.E. Mr. Bhagwant Singh Bishnoi, Ambassador
inaugurated the Seminar. The Seminar was addressed by
both Indian and Thai panelists. Indian Panelists included
Dr. Dayananda Bargohain, Paim Thee Gohain and Tullika
Chetiya Yein, who deliberated on the history of Thai Ethnic
Culture’s presence in the North-Eastern States of India and
its reach and impact in the region. The deliberations added
value to the reservoir of knowledge on the subject. The
day-long Seminar culminated with Joint Cultural Performances
by 18-member Tai ethnic performing troupe from North-East
India and equal number of artists from Thailand.

The Visiting Tai Cultural Troupe from India also
performed in Udon Thani Province on 20 November, 2017
and showcased their culture and traditions through dance
and music at Udon Thani Rajabhat University, which saw a
packed hall of audience. The Udon Thani Provincial
Government partnered with the Embassy in successfully

organizing the Event.

Sponsor(s) : State
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Seminar on Tai Ethnic Culture in Northeastern India & Cultural performances in Bangkok & Udon Thani Province
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13. Bollywood & Yoga Workshops
Asnfeillanzuazmsiauueadin

Yoga Workshops & Bollywood Dance Workshops
were conducted at a popular Park “Benjasiri Park” during
weekends from 18 November, 2017 till 24 February, 2018.
The Workshops were coordinated by Mrs. Rupa Bishnoi,
Spouse of the Ambassador of India to Thailand with
cooperation from Indian Women’s Club and Friends of the
Art Foundation, Bangkok. All sessions of the Workshops
were held in this open park “Benjasiri Park” in Bangkok.

The Events got very good public response.

Sponsor(s) : Indorama
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Bollywood & Yoga Workshops
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14. Festival of States in Thailand
mamasglulszineane

A Festival of States was organized from November
2017 to December 2017 to promote the diversity of Indian
States. The States included Punjab, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and West Bengal. Feature films in the languages of
these states were shown on weekends with one State per
week at the Auditorium of the Indian Cultural Centre in
Bangkok. Delicacies of the respective States, were also
served to the audience. The events also had a tinge of cultural
performances on the sidelines, organized by respective Indian
Associations. The events were very successful in further
popularizing the diversity of Indian States.

Sponsor(s) : the respective Indian Associations in Thailand
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15. Co-Exhibition “Featuring Buddhist Imagery from

Bharata to Suvarnabhumi”
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An Exhibition titled “Featuring Buddhist Imagery
from Bharata to Suvarnabhumi” was held at the National
Museum, Bangkok as part of the Festival of India to mark 70
years of diplomatic relations between India and Thailand
from 22 December 2017 to 23 March 2018. The Exhibition
was inaugurated by HRH Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
on 22 December, 2017.

The Exhibition included 70 valuable artefacts on
the subject both from India and Thailand. The Exhibition
was a great success since Buddhism connects the two
countries very closely and large number of Thai people

travel to Buddhist pilgrimage sites in India.
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Co-Exhibition “Featuring Buddhist Imagery from Bharata to Suvarnabhumi”
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Co-Exhibition “Featuring Buddhist Imagery from Bharata to Suvarnabhumi”
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